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“We are the first generation who can decide to be the 
last generation,” Kate Gilmore, UN Deputy High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, told guests from all 
over the world at the Official Opening of the Caux 
Forum 2017 on 30th  June. In spite of progress with the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), inequality 
had become “worse, deeper and broader.”  She 
believed that the war on terror had prevented the world
from dealing with the human rights issues, which were
fundamental to a sustainable future.

“It is not sustainable that the few should have privilege
and the many have despair,” Gilmore continued. She 
called on humanity to “live generously, in empathy 
and connectively” in order to bring peace and reduce 
inequalities in an interdependent world.

The Official Opening of the Caux Forum 2017 set the 
tone for the events of the conference by exploring the 
links between inequalities and extremism. The event 
was introduced by the Mayor of Montreux, Laurent 
Wehrli, and Antoine Jaulmes, President of the CAUX-
IofC Foundation. Then participants heard from two 
speakers, a refugee and a survivor of a terrorist attack, 
who had first-hand experiences of extremism in a 
storytelling session moderated by Barbara 
Hintermann, Secretary General of CAUX-IofC.

‘I didn’t have a destination.’

When Hasan Hawar started
university in Damascus, Syria,
he never imagined that war
would lead him to leave his
studies, home and family to seek
refuge in Turkey. He found
himself on his own in a country
where he didn’t speak the
language, had no income and had
‘lost trust in everybody’, and decided to move on. ‘I 
didn’t have a destination,’ he said. ‘I just wanted a safe
place, a place to start living again.’ After a difficult 

journey, Hawar was granted asylum in Switzerland 
where he was able to finish his studies. Now, he said, 
his dream was to be reunited with his family, still in 
Syria, whom he hasn’t seen for five years.

‘We are all the result of the 
stories we believe to be true about
ourselves’

Bjørn Ihler described his
experiences on the
Norwegian island of
Utøya in 2011, when a far
right extremist killed 69
young Labour Party
members taking part in a
summer camp to ‘make
Norway a better community’. When Anders Breivik 
pointed his gun at him, Ihler did not think he would 
live beyond the age of 20. Surviving the attack led him
to question what made someone who had a similar 
biography to him commit such a violent act. Unlike 
Ihler, who grew up believing in coexisting in diversity 
peacefully, Breivik isolated himself from the 
communities surrounding him and believed that they 
were a threat to his identity. ‘We are all the result of 
the stories we believe to be true about ourselves,’ Ihler
explained. ‘Extremism is not linked to any particular 
religion and ideology and we often forget that 
extremes grow out of every community.’ Now part of 
the Kofi Annan Foundation’s Extremely Together 
initiative, Ihler aims to bring people from different 
communities together and to spread the word that ‘my 
identity is not a threat to your identity.’  He noted that 
he and Hawar were united by their ‘strong power to 
live on and to fight for the world to be better.’ 

Photos: by Jonty Herman

Human Security has been described by
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi

Annan as “Freedom from want, freedom
from fear, and the freedom of future

generations to inherit a healthy natural
environment.”

http://www.kofiannanfoundation.org/promoting-youth-leadership/extremely-together-initiative-next-generation-counter-prevent-violent-extremism/
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South African Advocate, Paul 
Hoffman is Director of  
Accountability Now, The Institute 
for Accountability in Southern 
Africa (IFAISA)   It is an 
organisation devoted to ensuring 
the rule of law is upheld and 
enforced for the good of all by 
ensuring that governments, 
parastatals and the private sector 

are held to account.  Paul and his wife were among the
South Africans who were in Caux for the Just 
Governance for Human Security forum from 4th  to 9th 
July.

Paul expresses: “As I write this note I am sitting in the
quiet dining room at Caux Palace (Mountain House) 
near Geneva, Switzerland. The 2017 'Just Governance'
conference ended earlier today and the delegates are 
now in the process of dispersing to the various 
continents and countries they call 'home' after six days
of intensive work in the rarified atmosphere of the 
Swiss Alps.

“The focus of the conference was on just governance 
with particular emphasis on countering corruption, 
achieving food security, using polymoney as a means 
of overcoming poverty and inequality and generally 
giving attention to the UN sustainable development 
goals. 

“As a campaigner against the corrupt, the conference 
provided me with a welcome recharge of my depleted 
personal battery and an opportunity to catch up on 
global developments on the anti-corruption front.

“My 'lightbulb moment' came unexpectedly during a 
plenary session addressed by a Romanian anti-
corruption activist who played a short video clip. The 
people of Romania have actively resisted the 
corruption of their politicians, picketing parliament in 
a crowd that numbered 600,000. In the face of this 
concerted public fury the government backed down 
and the people won the day. The clip is of an old 
woman dressed in black and salvaging plastic bottles, 
used by the large crowd for recycling. She is 
passionately addressing anyone prepared to listen on 
the evils of the rulers, the sacrifices of previous 
generations and the 'dogs' seeking to uphold the 
existing corrupt order.

“It is easy to understand in your head that corruption is
a political issue best addressed by the actions of the 
people, but you really get it when an impoverished old
crone waxes eloquent about the evils of the corrupt.
Of course, the political will to adopt a zero-tolerance 
attitude to corruption is a good start.  But the corrupt 
are always with us and it’s necessary to have effective 
anti-corruption machinery of state to adequately 
combat, investigate and prosecute corruption.

“The proudly South African moment came in the final 
'Insights and Actions' plenary session of the 
conference. It was possible, apropos of the striking 
video clip, to remind the delegates of the good work 
done by our (South African) Constitutional Court in 
establishing the criteria for anti-corruption machinery. 
It is the first court in the world to deal with the 
architecture of an anti-corruption entity in such detail. 

“Picking through the best international research, the 
Constitutional Court decided on five criteria for 
effective state machinery to counter the corrupt. These
are known by the acronym STIRS.

Specialized staffers who are fulltime, dedicated anti-
corruption personnel.  These include 
investigators, prosecutors and forensic experts 
with the necessary administrative back up.

The training of these staff must be of a high standard, 
given the ever-evolving cunning of the corrupt.

Independence is probably the most important 
characteristic. This entails the ability to function 
without fear, favour or prejudice  -  and without 
interference from any source.

Resourcing that is guaranteed and adequate is 
required. The 'State of Capture' report of the 
Public Protector is an example of underfunded 
anti-corruption activity.  This lack of funding 
resulted in the Public Protector calling for a 
commission of inquiry into the silent alleged state
capture coup.

Security of tenure of office. If politicians could 
disband effective anti-corruption units like the 
Scorpions, then the way to prevent this recurring 
is to ensure security of tenure for key personnel.

“Ideally, in the constitutional structure of the new 
South Africa, the establishment of an Integrity 
Commission is the best practice formula for 
complying fully with the criteria laid down by the 
Constitutional Court in March 2011.”

Nombulelo Khanyile serves as an
Elder for Initiatives of Change.  
She writes:  “Caux conferences 
have, for the past several decades,
attracted people from all corners 
of the globe, who had a burning 
desire to find innovative solutions 
to challenges they were 
experiencing in their countries.
 Now, the Caux Conferences have 
a new name, and are referred to as

the 'Caux Forum, Developing Human Potential for 
Global Change.' 

“The Just Governance for Human Security took place 
over six days, with participants focussing on six pillars
of human security namely good governance, 
sustainable living, care for the refugees, inclusive 
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economics food security as well as healing memory.

“What meant most to me was the morning session 
referred to as 'Peace-builder in action'. This is when 
we heard personal stories that were heart-wrenching 
and yet hope-giving through the resilience of the 
human spirit. Listening to Jean Paul's story of how his 
parents, three brothers and a sister were killed by a 
childhood friend and neighbour during the Rwandan 
genocide, brought tears to some of us. Yet one day, 
after nine years of self destruction and wanting to die, 
he experienced the whisper of that still small voice 
that speaks in every human heart that led him to 
forgive. As a singer and song-writer, he is being used 
to bring healing and reconciliation to different parts of 
the world.

“The other forum I participated in was the 'Caux 
Dialogue on Land and Security'. It was during this 
forum that I met the Minister of Environment, Water 
and Climate from Zimbabwe, Honourable O.C.Z. 
Muchinguri-Kashiri. Zimbabwe and South Africa are 
neighbours, and therefore challenges faced by the two 
countries tend to be similar. Both countries are 
experiencing recurrent droughts, floods, encroachment
of desert conditions, as well as land degradation 
brought about by various factors including illegal 
settlements. It is my wish that, in the coming 
years, both countries truly commit to embracing the 
importance of managing land.

“During this conference, I was encouraged to hear 
from one speaker when she said, 'As we are learning 
from each other, we can act upon the land in a way 
that enhances its function and value, as opposed to 
depleting it.'  She ended her talk with a powerful 
thought-provoking message. 'Where we as a society 
have erred is this:  we have regarded our human-
created economic system as inviolable and natural 
ecological systems as negotiable. Actually it is the 
other way round. A focus on restoring land will have 
social, political, economic and ecological benefits that 
are at once rapid and enduring. Let us do it.'

“The dialogues that took place at Caux reminded me 
of Frank Buchman when he said, 'There is enough in 
the world for everybody's need, but not everybody's 
greed. If we care enough and share enough, everyone 
will have enough.'”  

Letlapa Mphahlele, former director of operations of 
the Azanian Peoples Liberation Army during racist 
Apartheid policies in South Africa, reminded the 
audience at the Just Governance for Human Security 
forum that ‘the best gift a human being can give 
another human being is forgiveness.’ 

He reports, “A visit to Caux is like a journey of self-
discovery. People don't just rail against bad rulers and 
unscrupulous corporates. Each individual is 
encouraged to look themselves in the mirror and tell 

whether what they see is
attractive. The supreme lesson
is to change oneself before you
can correct your neighbour,
colleague or even your enemy.
The conference topics ranged
from good governance to
forgiveness. 

“In the tradition of Moral Re-
Armament (MRA),
interchangeably called Initiatives of Change (IofC), a 
day begins with quiet time. It's like a deliberate 
switching off of the outer distractions and a 
simultaneous switching on of the GPS from within. A 
moment of connection with oneself which some 
people say it inspired them to take a leap in their 
personal journeys that positively impacted on the 
people around them. 

“Living in the world riddled with wars, poverty and 
hate, we often don't know where to start in remaking 
the world. It seems the starting point is YOU.' 
Forgiveness is for YOU. Forgiveness is not for the 
offender.' These are lyrics from Jean Paul Samputu's 
song. Jean is a Rwandan singer-song writer. His 
mother, father and sister perished at the hands of their 
neighbour at the height of that country's genocide. He 
had every reason to hate but he chose to forgive. 'You 
become what YOU don't forgive.....The day I decided 
to forgive that's the day I was free,' he said without a 
tinge of bitterness. Listening to his music is 
profoundly touching.

“Saying goodbye to Caux at the end of one's stay, it's 
like leaving school premises with loads of homework 
ahead of you. There's no rest after school: there should
be no rest after Caux.”

*****************

Facilitating and Empowering - 
Creators of Peace Zimbabwe 
training
Zimbabwe, (meaning a house of stones in Shona, one 
of the main languages spoken in the midlands town of 
Gweru), welcomed Cleopadia Mohlaodi and Portia 
Mosia for a Creators of Peace Circle and facilitators 
training for ten days from 1 - 11th of July.  The team 
of 11 participants, two men and nine women, between 
the ages of 25 and 60 plus, were from Gweru and 
Chachacha, (a small town near the South African-
Zimbabwe border).  They were passionate and eager to
gain skills to facilitate so that they can be catalysts for 
change and peace in their personal and community 
spaces.

One participant said, “Hearing each person's story in 
the room allowed me to know in-depth who is part of 
my team and how best to care for each other.



After the two 
days of Peace 
Circles, the 
Facilitators 
training took 
place for four 
days. While 
technical 
skills such as 
decision 

making, planning, communication, and coordination 
skills were developed, soft skills such as self 
confidence and teamwork were enhanced.  

“The international body of Creators of Peace (CoP) 
requested us to be on the ground with the CoP team in 
Zimbabwe.  We found it to be a moving experience to 
explore how we as Southern African countries can 
play a role in supporting and equipping each other as 
we grow the work of Creators of Peace.” 

by Cleopadia Mohlaodi and Portia Mosia

News Bytes
On 19th July the IofC team took some girls from 
Uitkoms Home for an outing as part of service towards
the 67 minutes Mandela Day. This home is situated in 
Observatory, Johannesburg.  Uitkoms had its 
beginnings in 1944, when Johanna Terburg recognised
the need for a home to care for young, pregnant girls. 
In 1999, it became registered as a Children’s Home 
and a place of safety for abandoned, abused, 
neglected, raped, destitute and pregnant teenage girls 
(including those who are HIV positive). 

They (the girls) are indeed a blessing created by God 
and should be protected. A special thanks to IofC abd 
each and every team member who did their part to 
make sure the day went ahead as planned. 

by Lucel Snyers

Outreach Presentations for Change in 
Progress and Creators of Peace 
The 2017 Change in Progress (CiP) has been marketed
through a number of presentations for youth of 
Soweto, Noordgesig, Krugersdorp and Toekomsrus. 
Forty young people were reached through these 
presentations. Most of them showed interest by filling 
in the application forms for this year's camp. The 
budget for the CiP camp is R84,000.  This is to cover 
board and lodging, transport, outreach after the camp, 
mentors and to give invited speakers a gift to show 
appreciation for their time and to cover their travel 
costs.  The cost per participant is R1,200 and a deposit
towards this amount will need to be made by each 
participant within the next few weeks. Contributions 
and donations for the camp can be made to Initiatives 

of Change, Standard Bank, Northcliff, Acc No:  
201679671, Branch Code 006305.  Ref: CiP camp.

As a follow-on to a number of CoP presentations that 
were done recently, CoP has been invited by Women 
Opposing Women Abuse (WAWA) to conduct a Peace 
Circle within the month of September.  

by Portia Mosia and Cleopadia Mohlaodi

Overcoming fear 
On 14th June IofC had a workshop with thirty-eight 
senior women from greater Johannesburg areas of 
Noordgesig, Orlando and Diepkloof.  The event took 
place in the “House of Prayer Ministries” church, 
Noordgesig, where the counsellor of Soweto ward 29, 
Mrs Brenda Dammie also spoke of her involvement in 
the community.

(l-r) Thapelo Ramphele; Cleopadia Mohloadi; Lucel
Snyers; Karabo Radebe; Lillian Cingo; one of the senior

citizens present and Portia Mosia.

Our guest speaker, Dr Lillian Cingo (the founder and 
former manager of the ‘Phelophepa Train’ which 
provides health services to the disadvantaged 
communities in rural areas), encouraged the elders on 
how to face their fears, using her own life’s journey 
with the Phelophepa train and how she had to learn to 
drive the train and manage a smooth flow of logistics. 
She shared that she felt that the reason why people’s 
fears never come to an end is because they are afraid 
of judgement.  ‘Courage to deal with fears begins 
when they are expressed, because sharing is 
offloading,’ she said.  

The seniors felt encouraged by Dr Cingo’s 
motivational speech and the interaction with the IofC 
team.  They would love to have more such times.

 by Thapelo Ramphele

Do we wear masks?
A few months back Lucel Snyers co-facilitated a 
workshop together with Cleopadia Mohlaodi on the 
subject of Mirror Reflection and Values, organised by 
MUYO (Making Us Youth Organisation), west of 



Johannesburg.  Twelve mothers from Swaneville, 
Mogale City participated.  Lucel asked the participants
a number of questions. One of the questions asked 
was, ‘Do we wear masks?’  Thando replied by saying, 
“She doesn't want people to see what she is up to and 
what she is thinking about, because when people know
they use that against her.” 

Lucel shared her life story on how 
she wore a mask until she met 
Initiatives of Change where she was 
given an opportunity to share her 
story. After sharing her story she 
realised that she had been carrying a 
burden of abuse, yet hiding it by 
smiling. After that day she had to take
decisions that she never thought she 
could take. She decided to help other 

women speak out and also 'come out' of the abusive 
situation.

**********

India
Amit Muckerjee, Orthapaedic Surgeon from 
Jamshedpur, tells of the request from the Principle 
Secretary of the State of Uttar Pradesh, India, to take 
Initiatives of Change to the Juvenile Remand Homes.  
Amit writes:  “Just now we are in Lucknow,  the 
capital of one of the most disturbed states in India.  We
have covered three of them (the juvenile remand 
homes) with unbelievable results. After long quiet 
times and our inputs the inmates have found new 
hope. They have openly apologised to their teachers 
whom they hated. Many who had planned violent 
revenge after getting out decided to shun violence and 
start becoming positive citizens for the country. We 
have one more to cover before we go back. Now they 
want a one-year contract to cover all their jails!!”

Amit Muckerjee with his team and some of the inmates.

New Book 

A new book entitled,
'Why Gandhi Still
Matters: An Appraisal
of the Mahatma’s
Legacy' by Rajmohan
Gandhi, grandson of
the Mahatma Gandhi, 
was published in
August. It is available
immediately in an
electronic version
(Kindle) and soon in
hard copy on Amazon
India. 

**********

Central African Republic 
The Imam and the Pastor film, produced by IofC's 
'For the Love of Tomorrow Films' (FLTfilms), is being
used to foster peace and reconciliation in the Central 
African Republic (CAR). 

Dave Robinson, Senior Advisor Operations/ Faith & 
Development at World Vision International, writes:
“I provided World Vision CAR with 30+ DVD copies 
of this excellent video during my recent visit. The 
film's emphasis on forgiveness and reconciliation is 
very germane, as CAR faces the possibility of 
genocide along sectarian divides. Copies of the DVD 
were distributed to each Muslim and Christian faith 
leader who participated in the July 26-27 'Do No 
Harm' for Faith Groups. Forty more copies will arrive 
in World Vision CAR
this week.”   

In addition, at the
instigation of Gervais
Lakosso, of the local
NGO 'Cercle de
Recherche et
d'Education par les
Arts', The Imam and the Pastor film has recently been 
dubbed into the national language, Sängö, with 
support from the French NGO, Terre Solidaire.  Cercle
de Recherche et d'Education par les Arts' and 
FLTfilms are now working to raise funds to 
disseminate the film across the Central African 
Republic, together with workshops on interfaith 
peaceful coexistence and the role that media can play 
in building peace. 

by Alan Channer 
Photo by UNICEF
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